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      From Your Administrative Team! 
 

We have had a great start to 2014!  Term One Report Cards will be sent home 
on Wednesday, February 12th.  Please take some time to sit with your child and 
review the report together.  Ask your child to reflect on their achievement over 
this term, “What did you do well?” and “What do you want to improve upon?” 
and help them to plan their goals for Term 2.  Home and school partnerships 
are important, so thank you for your continued support. 
 

We have had an unusually cold winter with temperatures often well below -20, 
and as a result we had many indoor recesses in January.  We wanted to let you 
know that we monitor the weather conditions hourly during cold weather by 
consulting Environment Canada’s Weather Information Service and then decide 
when it is appropriate  for  students  and  staff to  be  outdoors.  As much as 
possible we try to  be  outside  so  students have  an opportunity to burn off 
excess energy and play in the snow.  We  wanted to remind everyone of the 
importance of being warmly dressed for the cold weather, including snow 
pants, hats, boots and thick ‘ski type’ mittens.  Families are asked to send these 
items with your child everyday. 
 

Our new entry “buzz in” process is about to begin but not as soon as we had 
originally anticipated, as we will be getting new front entry doors.  The ‘buzz in’ 
entry process will begin once the new doors are installed and we are hoping 
this will occur by the end of February.  We will keep you informed as we receive 
more information and a new start date.  The entry process will include the use 
of a front door camera, monitor, intercom and buzzer locking system.  School 
doors will be locked 15 minutes after the bell rings in the morning and will re-
main locked for the rest of the school day.  Anyone entering the school will 
need to be buzzed in, and then sign in at the office. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome several new staff members 
to our school team:  Mr. Lee and  Mr. Shiels will join our caretaking  staff  as  
Mr. Cimino and Mr. Andrews are away;  Ms. Thatcher will be joining us until the 
end of March during Ms. Saiphoo’s absence; and Mrs. Day will be working with 
students in the Junior Autism class during Ms. Unterman’s up coming maternity 
leave.  Our new staff are excited and looking forward to the opportunity to 
work with the staff, students and families of our Walter Scott Community! 
 

Here’s hoping for a sunny and warmer February!  We wish all our families a 
wonderful Family Day with happy memories of the time spent together! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Kim Maybury    Deanna Durfy 
Principal    Vice-Principal 

 

FEBRUARY 
2014 

 

 
 

Family Day 
Holiday 

 
Monday, 

 February 17
th

 
 
 

*No School* 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/walterscott.ps/Pages/default.aspx


 

School Council 
 

Our next school council meeting will be held 
on Monday, February 3rd at 7 p.m. in the 
“Hive”.  Subsequent meetings are tentatively 
scheduled for:  March 3rd, April 7th, May 5th 
and June TBA. 
 

All community members are welcome! 
 
 

QSP Magazine Fund Raising 
Please help with our online Family Reading 

QSP Magazine Fundraising Program 
 

You can renew and purchase your favourite 
magazine subscriptions online and  

support our school. 
 

Go to www.QSP.ca.   

Our school Group # is 10003 
 

QSP Magazine subscriptions raise money to 
benefit the students at Walter Scott while also 

encouraging more at home reading. 
 

Consider giving magazine subscriptions as gifts 
this year!  Each issue acts as a reminder of 

your thoughtfulness all year long! 
 

Children love to receive their own mail. 
 

Let your friends and family know about our 
online fundraiser! 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

Junior Kindergarten 
Registration 

 

We have already received a number of registrations for 

Kindergarten and spots have been filling quickly since 

registration opened on January 17th.  If you have not 

already registered your child, please do so as soon as 

possible.  We would also ask that our current families 

share this information with new families and neighbours.   
 

Registration forms are available:  www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca  

or can be picked up at the school office. 
 

JK is available to students born in 2010, who live within 

the school boundaries and whose parents are Public 

School Tax Supporters. 
 

All required documentation must be submitted and com-

pleted before your child can be enrolled. 
 

Documents required for registration include: 

• Proof of child’s age     (birth certificate/passport) 

• Proof of residency     (child and parent/guardian) 

• Citizenship and immigration status (if applicable) 

• Direction of school support form (school office) 
 

Children born in 2010 are eligible for JK in September 

2014. Children born in 2009 and not currently attending 

public school are eligible for SK in September 2014.  
 

Current JK students do not need to register, as they are 

already enrolled. 

 



 

 

Up Coming Dates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

March 3 Mary Poppins Play 1:30 p.m. 

March 4 Mary Poppins 1:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

 Pizza Lunch 

March 5 Mary Poppins 6:30 p.m. 

March 7 PA day 

March 10 - 14 Mid-Winter Break 

March 18 Pizza Lunch, Grade 7 Hep B shots &  

 Grade 8 Girls HPV 

March 31 Milk Program Ends 

April 3 Senior Kindergarten Photo Day 

April 4 Grade 8 Graduation Photo Day 

April 14 Vaisakhi 

April 15 Pesach 

April 18 Good Friday Holiday 

 Holy Friday 

April 21 Easter Monday Holiday and Ridvan 

April 28/30 Grade 3 Swimming  

May 1 Parent’s Reaching Out Speaker 

May 5/7 Grade 3 Swimming 

May 12/14 Grade 3 Swimming 

May 14 Gr 7/8 Red Maple Reading Program trip 

May 19 Victoria day Holiday 

May 20 Jr/Int Track and Field 

May 21 Jr/Int Track and Field Raindate 

May 26 - 30 EQAO Grades 3 & 6 

June 2 - 4 EQAO Grades 3 & 6 

June 6 PA Day 

June 24 Grade 8 Graduation 

June 25 Grade 8 Luncheon 

June 26 Early Dismissal 1/2 Day a.m. only 

June 27 PA Day 

 

 

Locked Doors  
Our school continues to be an inviting place 
where parent and community involvement is 
welcomed.  As part of our commitment to 
safety, all entry doors will be locked 15 min-
utes after the morning entry bell and will re-
main locked for the rest of the day.  Anyone 
arriving after that time will use the front door, 
buzz in and sign in at the office.  
 

We have originally expected the new entry 
procedure would begin in early February.  We 
have since received wonderful news that our 
front doors will be replaced.  The entry proce-
dure will begin once the 
new doors are installed.  
We will keep you up-to-
date as we receive infor-
mation and a new start 
date. 

www.yrdsb.ca/schools/walterscott.ps 
 

Our new school website is up and running!   
 

The school calendar, including daily events (class trips, lunch days, etc.) is now available 

online, as well as much other useful information.  This makes it easy for families to keep 

up to date with school activities.   
 

Please visit us online:  Walter Scott P. S.   (Ctrl + click on this link) 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5yFxQ0rlH-XCYM&tbnid=HBYWCX2K_OCKdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.boscoanthony.com%2Fthe-benefits-of-a-marketing-calendar%2F&ei=niWcUoyCMcTroAS4pYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNG9g
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/walterscott.ps/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/walterscott.ps/Pages/default.aspx


Healthy Schools for   

Children with Allergies  
School staff and parents are responsi-
ble for creating safe environments for 
students and staff.  This is an addi-
tional challenge for schools attended 

by children with allergies, especially life threaten-
ing allergies. While we take every step to create a 
risk-free environment, school staff and parents 
can take steps to minimize potentially fatal aller-
gic reactions as there are implications for the 
whole school, not just individual classrooms.  
 

It is especially important that parents communi-
cate a life-threatening allergy to the school as 
soon as they are aware of it.  Please notify the 
office and your child’s teacher so that we have 
accurate records and establish the protocol to 
follow with your child. 

 

Initiative 
 Everyday, go out of your way to do something kind. 
 Don’t follow where the path may lead.  Go instead 

where there is no path and leave a trail. 
 The secret of getting ahead is getting started. 
 Ideas without action are worthless. 
 Focus on the journey, not the destination.  Joy is 

found not in finishing an activity, but in doing it. 
 Shoot for the moon.  Even if you miss, you’ll land 

among the stars. 
 A good plan carried out today is better than a per-

fect plan carried out tomorrow. 
 If opportunity doesn’t come knocking, build your-

self a door. 
 I would rather regret the things I’ve done than the 

things I didn’t even try. 
 

Character Award Winners - Empathy & Fairness 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=6W7GnfAMxicY2M&tbnid=kinZmjiLGhBoKM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwlm.wrdsb.ca%2Fabout-us%2Fno-nuts-or-nut-products%2F&ei=dLZFUoTVMa3i4APf9YHQBw&bvm=bv.53217764,d.dmg&psig=AFQj


 
 

 

Math Corner          “Doing Mathematics with Your Child” 
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentGuideNum2012.pdf 

 

Why is a belief in our children's ability to learn mathematics essential? 
Understanding mathematics builds confiedence and opens doors to many jobs and careers.  Under-
standing mathematics enables us to: 

 Manage our time and money (for example, we can calculate how much time we need to get to 
work, how much food we need to make meals and how much money we need to buy food) 

 Handle everyday situation that involve numbers (such as figuring out when the next bus will arrive 
and dividing a recipe) 

February Eco Theme:    
Cut Back on Paper Towel Use 

 
How do we Reduce paper towel use without compromising the requirements for 
hand hygiene?   
 
Use only the amount of paper towel that you actually need.  Try to use less each 
time to find out the smallest amount that can still do a good job.  Encourage oth-
ers to use less too!   
 

Grade 4 to Grade 6 
 

Describing Patterns  
In a repeating pattern, the pattern core is the part that repeats over and over - for example, in the pattern ABB ABB ABB, 
the pattern core is ADD.  Help your child recognize the structure of repeating patterns in these fun exercises! 

 Lay a row of nine spoons so that teach handle points up or down in a pattern with a core of up, up, down (up, up, down; 
up, up, down).  Ask your child to extend the pattern. 

 
 
 

 Make this task more challenging and ask your child to describe and say the pattern aloud: 

 Make the pattern core longer - for example, up, up, down, up;  up, up, down, up;  up, up, down, up.   

 Change one of the elements in the pattern core - for example, up, up, down, sideways;  up, up, down, sideways;  up, 
up, down, sideways. 

 Explore growing patterns with your child by using toothpicks or straws.  Ask your child to keep the pattern growing.  What 
comes next? 

Kindergarten to Grade 3 
Listening for Patterns 

 Clap your hands and stomp one foot in a sequence (such as clap, clap, stomp; clap, clap, stomp;  clap, clap, stom).  Have 
your child repeat the same sequence.  Then together create variations of the pattern. 

 Have fun teaching your child simple dances that include a sequence of steps and movements. 
 

Patterns at Home or in the Neighbourhood 

 Your child will find patterns in clothing, in wallpaper, in tiles, on toys and among trees and flowers.  Encourage your child 
to describe the patterns found.  Have your child try to identify the features of the pattern that repeat. 

 With your child, try searching for images on the Internet by using such keywords as “patterns around us.” 
 
Help your chyild to recognize the patterns that are all around - and to describe them by using mathematical words, such as 
repeat, over again, it’s the same and it changes to. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yjonhKMxSbMGPM&tbnid=UbVHZfajONjZqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sangriasisters.com%2Fwordpress1%2F%3Fcat%3D23&ei=ltlzUvDRDOLW2gXM94C4BQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.b2I&psig=


School Visitors 
EVERYONE must sign in at the 
office and wear a visitor’s 
pass.  Parents  may not go 
through the hallways or out onto the school 
yard.   At entry and dismissal times, we remind 
families to  wait outside.  If you need to speak to 
your child’s teacher, please send a note or call 
for an appointment.   
 

Following these procedures fosters independ-
ence in our students and ensures greater safety 
for all.  We appreciate your support in keeping 
our students safe!  
 

June 26th, 2014  

Early Dismissal  
 

Please note that on Thursday, June 26th, 2014 an 

early release day will take place to allow staff to 

participate in activities in the afternoon of that day 

in support of student achievement and school 

planning.    
 

Students will attend school during the morning 

(8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.) of Thursday, June 26th, 

2014 only. 

Dressing for Outdoors 
During the winter, students are expected to come to 

school warmly dressed to play outside. Students need 

a winter coat, snow pants, hat, mittens, and boots.  

As children may get wet while playing, we suggest  

keeping an extra set of clothing at school, especially 

pants and socks.  All students are expected to go out-

side at recess.  If your child is not well enough to go 

outside they need to stay home and rest until they are 

feeling better. 
 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RG4OoiMm4vuKEM&tbnid=-hdY4kESLOnODM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mysecuritysign.com%2FNo-Trespassing-Signs%2FVisitors-Welcome-Sign-In-Office%2FSKU-K-1407.aspx&ei=6-


Bus Cancellation 
 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled 
from time to time due to inclement weather, extreme temperatures 
and/or poor road conditions.  In these cases, parents and students 
should develop alternate care/transportation arrangements. 
 

Since some busing schedules begin by 7:00 a.m., cancellation decisions 
must be made by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to communicate this message 
to bus drivers.  Cancellation decisions will only be made after thorough 

consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus companies servicing York Region and are based on several 
factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and weather forecast. 
 

Please note the following; 
 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, vans and taxis will 

not operate. 
 

 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather is not affecting all municipalities in York Re-
gion.  Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional educational programs.  Students attending these 
programs are transported over large attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries.  This 
limits the ability to cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology. 

 

 Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their 
children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  If buses are cancelled in the morning, 
they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students transported to school by parents will require 
the same transportation home. 

 

Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00 
a.m. to receive bus cancellation information: 
 

RADIO 
590 AM  640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540AM 
1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 
97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 
100.7 FM 107.1 FM 
 

TELEVISION 
CITY TV       CTV Barrie       CFTO TV       CP24       GLOBAL NEWS 
 

A bus cancellation message will also be available at 
www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by follow-
ing the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter. 
 

Please note that school bus charters will not operate when home to 
school bus service is cancelled (e.g. busses for fieldtrips). 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com/


 

Call Us !   
905-884-2693  

 
When your child is absent, 
please call the office.  The answering machine 
is always on.  Leave a message any time - day 
or night.  Press 1 to leave a message. 
 

By calling, you let us know that your child is 
safe.   If we don’t hear from you we must : 
 

 Call home to see if the child is there 
 Call the parent/guardian at work/mobile 
 Call the emergency phone numbers, and 

finally (if we are unable to confirm the 
child’s safety), 

 Call the York Regional Police. 
 

This call is a safety check; in accordance with 
the YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy #665. 
 

 

 

arts@baythorn 
Would your child enjoy learning the 

Ontario curriculum through the Arts?  

If so, the York Region District School 

Board offers an Integrated Arts pro-

gram at Baythorn P. S. Students currently in grades 4 

and 5 may apply for the arts@baythorn program, 

where they will have the opportunity to explore 

Dance, Drama, Visual Arts, and Music while meeting 

the Ontario Curriculum expectations for grades 5, 6, 7 

and 8.  Applications will be on line via the school web-

site www.baythorn.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca    

 

Please call us at Baythorn Public 

School  (905) 889-7992, if you require 

further information.  

 
 

You’re the Chef (YTC) is a vegetable and fruit promotion program that uses basic cooking lessons to 
help youth establish better eating habits. The program runs after school for four weeks (one 2 hour 
session per week).  Each week, students learn how to make simple, nutritious recipes. They will 
learn basic cooking skills, proper food preparation and safe food handling. The program is designed 
to encourage a greater consumption of vegetables and fruit which is a key component of a healthy 
diet. 
 
The program is run by a parent volunteer leader.  The parent leader will take part in a 4-hour train-
ing session offered on Monday February 24, 2014 from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm or Wednesday Febru-
ary 26, 2014 at Dr Bette Stephenson Centre for Learning, 36 Regatta Ave, Richmond Hill. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering to run the “You’re the Chef” program for our Walter Scott stu-
dents, please contact Mrs. Durfy at the school office (905) 884-2693.   
 

Help  to make the healthy choice the easy choice for all! 

You're the Chef Training 

 

Parent Volunteer Needed! 

 

http://www.baythorn.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://york.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64f62d61b3701153c8f91596b&id=c6e3772dbb&e=354586ef2c
http://york.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=64f62d61b3701153c8f91596b&id=ca3b2b4877&e=354586ef2c


NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
A. Stewart 

February 2014 

WALTER SCOTT P.S. PRESENTS:    

MARY POPPINS 
 ____  Monday, March 3, 2014 @ 1:30 p.m. 

 ____  Tuesday, March 4, 2014 @ 1:30 p.m 

 ____  Tuesday, March 4, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 ____  Wednesday, March 5, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Please return this form to Ms Stewart by February 28th 

 

Student’s Name: __________________________  Teacher: ___________________ 

 

Total number of tickets needed  ________ @ $5.00 each   = $ ____________ 

 

 
 

WHAT I AM video: 
 

Check out the link below to view the WSPS “What I Am” video: 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqf4VycA7wo 

 

Thank you to our Library Helpers 
 
 
 

The following students have signed up to be Library Helpers.  They give up one 

morning  recess per week to keep our books on the shelves, available for others to 

sign out.    Thanks to: Maria  H., Nicholas, Wesley, Annemieke, Iman, Eftalya, 

Janet, Edmond, Nabil, Roshan, Nima, Leanne, Evelyn, Sydney, Sasha, Katherine and Ali. 
 

We also have some Super Reader volunteers who spend time Tuesday morning 

recess discussing books with students in grades 1, 2 and 3.  Thanks to:  Bahina, 

Bethany, Samantha, Radha, Katherine and Ali. 
 

https://outlook3.yrdsb.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=fRpjiKxZ5UuMswl724s68PF8DEFD6tAIT9OzQhwi-BvOuuUYdcX9bEe9tIpWz4LrquWuV-Ebsk4.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3ddqf4VycA7wo


 

Grade 1  

French Immersion  

Registration 
 

 

To streamline registration, parents or guardians of students 

entering Grade 1 in 2014, and wishing to enroll in the French 

Immersion Program, can request an Office Index Card from 

our school office.  The Office Index Card must be up-to-date 

and signed by the principal.  
 

Parents or guardians then take this form, along with one piece 

of identification showing their address to Michaëlle Jean P.S. 

to register between January 17 and February 14th. This elimi-

nates the need to provide duplicate enrollment information or 

to pre-register.  

 

Are you moving? 
 

If you know you will be moving and your 

children will be changing schools, please 

let us know as soon as possible.  This will 

help when planning classes for next year.   
 

If your plans change, no worries, your child 

always has a spot with us at their home 

school. 

 



        News from the Walter Scott 

                   Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Parent Worker: Vida Ansari                 Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   

No cost or registration required            Snacks are provided for the children 

 

 

 

 

 Positive Parenting TIP 

 

Long Canadian winters can be stressful for parents and children according to the experts at The 

Psychology Foundation of Canada (www.psychologyfoundation.org).  Children need sunlight 

and fresh air to stay physically and mentally healthy, and all it takes is dressing warmly in 

layers and heading outdoors for some time each day whenever possible.  If the temperatures 

are too cold for outdoor play, there are also lots of ways to be active indoors.  You can put on 

some lively music and get everyone dancing.  You can put an old mattress on the floor and let 

the children jump on it like a trampoline.  Or you can create an obstacle course in the house by 

having the children crawling under chairs, over couches and through tunnels made from 

blankets.  So what’s the secret to surviving long Canadian winters?  … Staying active both 

indoors and out!   

 

 

 

 
 

Do you have a child who will be starting  

Full Day Kindergarten in September 2014? 

 

You can help make the transition into school easier for 

both you and your child by visiting the Walter Scott 

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre any day that 

school is open.   

 

Here you and your child can become familiar with the 

school building.  You can get to know the school staff.   

And your child can have a chance to try out the toys and 

equipment s/he will be using next year. 

 

If you have any questions about Full Day Kindergarten, 

please come and talk with a Kindergarten educator on 

the dates listed to the right.            





 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 

2 

 
3 
 
 

School Council 
meeting  
7 p.m. 

 
 

4 
 
 

Pizza Lunch 

5 
 
 

Grade 4 Blades 
of Glory  

presentation 
 

 

 

6 
 

Intermediate 
Boys Basketball 

Tournament 
3:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

7  
Olympic 
Games 
Begin 

 
 

Richmond Hill 
Winter Carnival 

at  Mill Pond  

8 
 

 
 
 
 

Richmond Hill 
Winter  

Carnival at  
Mill Pond  

9 
 
 
 

Richmond Hill 
Winter  

Carnival at  
Mill Pond  

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

Report Cards 
Go Home 

 

13 
 

Grade 8  
Alexander 

Mackenzie H.S. 
Course  

Selection Due 

14 
 

 
 

15 

16 
 

 

17 
 
 

Family Day 
 

Holiday 
 

18 
 
 

Pizza Lunch 
 
 

19 
 

 
 

20 
 

 

21 
 

 
 

22 

23 24 
 
 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 
 

Grade 5 trip to 
Community 

Safety Village 
 

27 
 
 

28 
 

 
 

 

March 1 

  

 

 

     

February 
2014  

Walter  Scot t  Publ ic  School  

(905)  884-2693 
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